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       Edward Jenner vaccinates a child against smallpox 

                          (Wellcome Library, London) 
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Society Matters 

 

At the last committee meeting on January 6th. it was confirmed that David de Saxe our past 

Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer (he occupied all three posts but not at the same time) 

had received his honorary membership and a bottle of single malt as heartfelt thank you 

from the committee and members. 

We have received several enquiries with regard to the historical aspects of Wye and these 

are being dealt with and replies will be made directly to members. 

I’m glad to report that 71 members have paid their membership fees for 2021, a special 

thank you to those who paid more than the requested £5, our treasurer informs us that 

despite having no meetings our financial position is a sound one and we will be in a strong 

position to re-start our usual meeting schedule just as soon as the pandemic restrictions are 

lifted. 

We understand that some members have not been receiving the Newsletter so we will be 

writing to all members to get an update on their addresses and preferred email contact. We 

have identified that sometimes those members with Hotmail.com addresses may not be 

able to receive large files and I’m afraid that the Newsletter with 3 articles and colour 

pictures will always be a large file. 

We are also running short of articles so if any of you have any material that you think may 

be of interest to members please let Tim have a copy on    timb164@btinternet.com 

Another way to get access to the newsletter is through our website where past editions 

have been posted.  www.wyehistoricalsociety.org.uk   in the programme section. 

 

The next committee meeting is on February 17th. , so if you wish to raise any matters please 

get in touch with any of the committee members. 

 

The Committee would like to wish you all a Very Happy and Healthy new Year and look 

forward to the time when we can meet again.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.wyehistoricalsociety.org.uk/
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A History of Vaccination. 

 
It is a common believe that vaccination was invented in the UK by Edward Jenner in 1796 

using the cowpox virus to confer protection against the much more dangerous disease of 

smallpox and although this was a giant step forward in public health, it was by no means the 

first. 

The first documented use of vaccination against smallpox occurred in China around 1000 AD, 

although some scholars claim dates as early as 200 BC. Smallpox sores were opened to 

remove pus or the dried smallpox scabs were ground to powder and the resulting material 

was either scratched into the skin surface or in the case of the dried scabs, blown into 

patients’ nostrils. This method became known as ‘variolation’. The Emperor K’ang Hsi, who 

had survived smallpox as a child, had his children inoculated by variolation in the late 1600s, 

so the technique that Jenner used in his experiments may not have been new. 

 

                Picture showing Chinese smallpox pustules and the collection of pus 

                Historical medical Library of The College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

The ‘speckled monster’, as smallpox was known accounted for 10% of all deaths in the UK.  

Queen Elizabeth I caught it on 10th. October 1562, she survived with some scarring, her Lady 

in Waiting, Lady Mary Sidney also survived but her scarring was so intense she retired from 

Court as did Lady Katherine Howard in 1619, whose legendary good looks were severely 

blighted by the scars.  Queen Mary in 1694 was much less fortunate and died of the disease. 

What was new, was Jenner’s observation that milk maids who contracted cowpox always 

seemed to avoid subsequent infections of smallpox as seen by their fair facial complexion that 

was unscarred by pox scabs.  

In 1721, variolation was endorsed by an English aristocrat, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, the 

wife of the British Ambassador in Constantinople, who had had her sons treated in 1717 and 
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her five-year-old daughter was treated in front of several English physicians who were 

surprised by the mildness of the subsequent illness. 

This success stimulated interest, so much so, that King George I decided to have his 

grandchildren treated, albeit after taking some ethically dubious precautions. Six prisoners 

under the death sentence in Newgate prison were ’volunteered’ to be Guineapigs on promise 

of a reprieve. A further trial was made on eleven charity school children. So mild were the 

following symptoms that two royal children received the treatment. 

However, sometimes the protection was not forthcoming and some 2-3% of people might 

contract smallpox and so the initial enthusiasm for variolation tended to peter out in Europe, 

although in America the process had some success and George Washington urged his troops 

to be inoculated and set up special hospitals for this purpose. 

Locally we have evidence for inoculation against smallpox from the Brook vestry minutes of 

1767. 

‘It was agreed upon by us the underwritten to allow the sum of two pounds twelve shillings 

and sixpence for the inoculating John Culling and four of his children, John Gostling Rector, 

Agusten Pay Church Warden, Willm Clark Overseer John Birch x his mark.’ 

There is a similar entry a year later for five Potts children for the same sum. 

Just as here in Kent, other rural communities tended to persevere with variolation 

(inoculation)  as seen in the church warden’s accounts in Fitzhead, a village in Somerset: 

May ye 21st. 1769. It is this day agreed upon by the churchwardens and overseers and the 

other inhabitants of the said parish of Fitzhead that all poor children that have been 

chargeable to the said parish, at a church meeting held this day or a Vestry for that purpose 

held, shall be inoculated by the parish expense, as witness our hands John Comer, John 

Arscott, Jon Holcombe, William Toogood. 

1769 Paid for inoculating of the parish    01.15.00 

1789 Paid Dr. Comer his bill for inoculating 27 poor people 05.08.00 

1796 Paid Mr. Sully for inocklating 34 children  08.10.00 

In 1774 a farmer, Benjamin Jesty of Yetminster, Dorset took matter from a cowpox lesion and 

rubbed it into scratches made with a darning needle on the arms of his wife and two sons. 

None of them contracted smallpox although there was a considerable epidemic in the district 

at the time. 

And so, to Edward Jenner, a house pupil of the great surgeon John Hunter at St. Georges 

Hospital, London, who inspired his pupil to use the experimental approach and after 20 years 

of investigation of cowpox, made his first human experiment. On the 14th May 1796, he took 

lymph from a cowpox pustule on the wrist of a dairy maid, Sarah Nelmes and inserted it into 

two superficial incisions in the arm of a boy, James Phipps. Jenner checked on the boy’s 

progress daily and recorded the following. 
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On the 7th day he complained of uneasiness in the axilla, on the 9th he became a little chilly, 

lost his appetite and had a slight headache. During the whole of this day, he was indisposed 

and had a restless night. On the following day he was perfectly well. The appearance of the 

incisions were pretty much the same as when produced by variolous matter. 

On the 1st July the boy was inoculated with matter immediately taken from a smallpox 

pustule. Several punctures and slight incisions were made in both his arms and the matter 

was well rubbed into them, but no disease followed. 

 

After further experimentation for a few years Jenner published his classic 75-page paper 

entitled, ‘An Inquiry into the Causes and Effects of the Variolae Vaccinae, a Disease, 

Discovered in some of the Western Counties of England, particularly Gloucestershire, and 

known by the Name of Cow Pox’ 

 

                               Edward Jenner inoculates James Phipps, 14th. May 1796 

Despite Jenner’s paper being translated into all the major European languages it did not 

always receive general approval, many doctors feared for their lucrative practices but by the 

end of 1801 about 100,000 vaccinations had been performed in England and other countries 

were beginning to follow suit. Opposition persisted throughout the nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries, mainly from the uneducated classes, linked to an objection to 

compulsion and in about 1870-73 about half of the children born in British towns were 

vaccinated and in Europe some countries made it compulsory although enforcement was not 

rigid. 
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French refugees were blamed for introducing an epidemic causing 44,079 deaths, 25% 

occurring in the slums of London, average mortality was estimated at 148 per 100,000, 

compared to 400-500 per 100,000 before the days of vaccination. This greatly increased 

demand for infant vaccination and in 1871, 93% of the 821,856 children born that year in 

England and Wales were vaccinated. Special Officers were now appointed to ensure that all 

children received treatment and this in turn aroused opposition, so that by 1897, 30% of 

children avoided the vaccination process. 

              

                   1802 Cartoon by James Gillray raising ‘safety’ issues about vaccination 

                                               Wellcome Institute Library, London 

               

1808 cartoon showing Jenner, Thomas Dimsdale & George Rose seeing off                         

anti-vaccination opponents 
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Almost a century after Jenner developed his technique, the French biologist Louis Pasteur, 

saved a nine-year-old boy’s life after he was bitten by a rabid dog in 1885. Pasteur injected the 

boy daily for thirteen days with a weakened form of the rabies virus. The disease never took 

hold and the treatment was regarded as a complete success. The global influence of Louis 

Pasteur led to the expansion of the term vaccine (originating from vacca,  latin for cow) to 

include a long list of treatments containing live, weakened or killed viruses, typically given in 

the form of an intramuscular injection, to produce immunity against an infectious disease. 
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The obvious success of vaccination  lead to increasing research and successful vaccines were 

regularly added to the medical arsenal against disease. 

For an almost complete list see: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-timeline 

 

Not forgetting;   

                  

 

 

2020 Covid 19 vaccine, Pfizer/Moderna and AstraZeneca/Oxford 

 

Smallpox has been eradicated because of vaccination and the World Health Organisation 

hopes to eradicate Polio in the forseeable future (WHO 1988), nevertheless, partially due to 

the malign influence of social media, anti-vaxers still have a strong voice and the uptake of 

our recent vaccines may not run as smoothly as both politicians and health professionals 

would like. 

So to end on a personal note, if you are offered the vaccination for Covid 19, please accept it, 

for your own and the communities well-being. 

 

 

         Tim Betts 

      With grateful thanks to Dr. Graham Bradley 

      for several valuable suggestions. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-timeline
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CARDINAL JOHN KEMPE  

1380? - 1454 

 

John Kempe (or Kemp) was born locally, probably at the family home at Olantigh (or Olanteigh) on 

the outskirts of Wye, around the year 1380. His father Thomas was a Kentish gentleman whose family 

had held the seat since the reign of Edward I; his mother was Beatrice, daughter of Sir Thomas Lewknor; 

his elder brother Thomas fathered yet another Thomas who became bishop of London.  

 In 1395 Kempe's name appears on the books of Merton College, Oxford, of which he subsequently 

became a fellow. He qualified as a Doctor of Laws, and practised as a lawyer in the ecclesiastical courts.  

  

At the trial of Lord Cobham (accused of being a Lollard heretic), on the 25th September 1413, it is 

thus recorded: a Doctour of Lawe, called Master Johan Kempe, plucked out of his bosome a copye 

of (a) Byll ... 

‘My lord Cobham’ (saythe this doctor) ‘we must brefely know your mynde concernyng these four poynts here following. 

The first of them is thys, And then he redde vpon the Byll. The Fayth and Determinacion of holy Church touching the 

Blessed Sacrement of the Alter is this, that after the sacramentall words be once spoken by a pryst in hys masse, the 

materyall bread that was before bread, is turned into Christes very blode. And so there remaineth in the sacrement of the 

Aulter from thens forth no materyall bread nor materyall wyne, which were there before the sacrementall words spoken; 

Sir, beluve ye not this?’ 

Then Lord Cobham sayed, ‘This is not my Beleue; but my Faith is (as I sayed to you afore) that in the worshipful sacrament 

of the aulter, is very Christes body in fourme of bread.’ Then said the Archbishop, ‘Sir Johan, ye must saye otherwise.’ 

Then Lord Cobham saide, ‘Nay, that I shall not, if God be vpon my syde (as I trust he is) but that there is Christes bodye 

in fourm of bread, as the comon beleue is.’ 

Then redde the doctor again. ‘The second Point is this: Holy Churche hath determined that euery Christen man lyuing 

here bodely vpon earth, ought to be shryen to a priest ordained by th' church, if he may come to him. Sir, What say ye to 

this?’ 

The Lord Cobham answered and said, ‘A diseased or sore wounded man had nede to have a sure wyse chyrurgion, and a 

true, knowing both the ground and the danger of the same. Moost necessary were it therefore, to be fyrst shryuen vnto 

God which only knoweth our diseases and can help us. I deny not in this the going to a priest, if he be a man of good lyfe 

and learning: for the lawes of God are to be required of the Priest which is godly learned, But if he be an Ydiote, or a 

man of viciouse lyuing that is my curate, I ought rather to flee him than to seke vnto him. For souner might I catch yll of 

him that is nought, than any goodnesse towards my soule helth.’ 

Then redde the doctour againe, ‘The third Point is this, Christe ordained Saint Peter ye Apostle to be his Vicar here in 

earth, whose see is the church of Rome. And he granted that the same power which he gave vnto Peter, should succeed to 

all Peter's successors, which we call now Popes of Rome. By whose special power in churches partycular he ordained 

prelates, archbishops, parsons, curates, and other degrees more; vnto whom christen men ought to obeye after the lawes 

of the church of Rome. This is the determination of Holy church; Sir, belieue ye not this?’ 

To this he answered, and said, ‘He that followeth Peter moost nighest in pure lyuing, is next vnto him in succession; but 

your Lordly ordre estemeth not greatly the lowly behauer of pore Peter; what soeuer ye prate of him: neither care you 

greatly for the humble maners of them that succeeded him tyll the lime of Sylvester, which for the most part were martirs, 

as I told ye afore. You can lett all their good condicions go by you, and not hurt your selues with them at all; all the world 

knows thys well enough by you, and ye can meke boast of Peter.’ 

Then redde the Doctor again: ‘The fourth Pointe is this, holy Church hath determined, that it is meretorious to a chrysten 

manne to go on pilgrimage to holy places, and there specially to worship holy relicks and images of saintes, apostles, 

martirs, confessors, and all other saintes besides, approued by the Church of Rome; Sir, what say ye to this?’ 

Whereunto he answered: ‘I owe them no seruice by any commandent of God, and therefore I minde not to seke them for 

your coueteovsness; It were best ye swept them fayre from cobwebs and duste.’ 
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    In or after 1416 he became archdeacon of Durham. Henry V employed Kempe in several diplomatic 

negotiations. He attended the king on his invasion of Normandy, and in 1418 he was appointed, with 

two others, to hold the musters of the men-at-arms and archers at Bayeux. In the same year he became 

keeper of the privy seal, and in November was commissioned to treat with Yolande, queen of Sicily, 

and her son Louis, for a truce with Anjou and Maine. In January 1419 Kempe was elected bishop of 

Rochester. He remained, however, in Normandy discharging the king's business, and was probably 

consecrated bishop at Rouen. The following year he was one of an embassy empowered to treat for a 

truce or peace with France, after which he was made chancellor of Normandy, retaining that office until 

Henry V's death. In 1421 he was translated to the see of Chichester, but before performing any episcopal 

acts was further translated to London at the king’s insistence.  

    Kempe was made a member of the new council appointed under Henry VI, and resigned the 

chancellorship of Normandy to reside in London. He continued to be employed on a variety of 

diplomatic missions. His prudence and moderation procured him the highest preferment in 1420, when 

he became successively chancellor and archbishop of York. In each case the appointment was the result 

of a compromise between rival factions in the country. Kempe remained chancellor till 1432 when he 

resigned the office on the pretence of bad health, although it was the internal struggles in the land that 

proved too much for him. 

    Deprived of office, Kempe continued an active member of the council. He now became a strenuous 

adherent of the new peace party in support of the efforts of Pope Eugenius IV to procure peace between 

France and England. In 1433 he was prominent in conducting negotiations with the French envoy  in 

London. The pope’s urgency at last forced the English to send ambassadors to the great European 

congress at Arras in 1435, and Kempe became head of the English embassy. The French were prepared 

to make concessions, but Kempe was hampered by his instructions and the unreasonable state of English 

public opinion. The negotiations were therefore destined to fail. Henceforth Kempe shared the 

unpopularity of all English statesmen who have sought an honourable end to a hopeless conflict. 

    Negotiations were resumed in due course and in 1439 there were meetings in Calais which dragged 

on for three months, in the middle of which Kempe returned to England for further instructions. Henry, 

he learnt, would be content with Normandy and Guienne in full sovereignty, but without abandoning 

his claim to the French crown – a claim which Kempe had urged him to renounce. The conference 

therefore again proved abortive.  

    At the end of that year Pope Eugenius IV appointed Kempe as a cardinal, hoping that his exalted 

position would make him more influential in future peace negotiations. Henry VI declared that he was 

one of the wisest Lords of the land, and in thanking the pope for making him a cardinal, commended 

him for his 'holiness, purity of life, abundance of knowledge, ripeness of counsel, experience in 

business, wisdom, eloquence, gravity, and dignity of person.' It seems that he remained one of the king's 

chief confidants, since, despite being anxious for peace, he also upheld English interests.  

    Ten years later, in 1450, he was once again appointed chancellor, although by now he was old and 

infirm. Nevertheless, he dealt firmly with Jack Cade’s Kentish rebellion in the following year. After 

Henry VI had fled from London to Kenilworth, Kempe remained behind and by sending pardons to the 

captain and his followers he effectively broke up the insurrection. As chancellor he continued to urge 

the necessity of putting down riots and defending the coasts from France, and hence was the mainstay 

of the king's party.  

http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/henry5.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/henry6.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/henry6.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/jackcade.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/henry6.htm
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    In 1452 he was translated from York to Canterbury. In 

London though, the growing tension between Lancastrians 

and Yorkists in the end proved too much for him. Although 

Kempe was generally unpopular in his dioceses, which he 

seldom visited, he was a godly man whose passion was for 

the peace and good order of the country. His chief act of 

beneficence (‘to make recompense to God and to others to 

whom he was beholden’) was the erection of a college of 

secular priests, or ‘perpetual chantry’, in conjunction with the 

parish church of Wye, for which he always showed a strong 

affection. He obtained a royal licence for this object in 

February 1432, and permission to add largely to its 

endowment in March 1439. But it was not until 1447 that the 

plans were finally completed. Kempe drew up elaborate 

statutes for the government of the master or provost and 

fellows of his college. It was to be run on scriptural lines 

emphasising sobriety in manner, conduct, and dress, with 

attendance required several times a day at services in church. 

He gave a preference to Merton men for the provostship. A 

grammar school was established in connection with the 

college, and one of the fellows was to act as curate of Wye.  

 

 
 

        Rodney Schofield 

Cardinal Kempe died on 22nd March 1454 

And was buried in Canterbury Cathedral 
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Hop Gardens of Kent 

Hops were first grown in monasteries in the low countries (Belgium & Holland) in the 7th to 

13th centuries for flavouring and preserving. Beer, using hops was first brewed in Germany in 

the 15th century. Cultivation of hops was introduced to Kent from Flanders.  Although Kent 

had suitable soil for hops, a ready supply of poles and a good climate, the beer produced was 

not immediately popular as Ale (produced from malt without hops) was the local drink of 

choice. 

The fields they were grown in were called hop gardens in which mounds were placed, each 

mound had three poles for three plants as shown in the picture below taken from Scot’s     ‘A 

perfite Platform of a Hoppe Garden’ 

                               

Later, several systems of poles, wires and strings were used, fitted by men walking on tall 

stilts as shown. 

                                    

The various pole systems can be viewed in the model room at Wye Rural Museum, Brook. 
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The 19th century was a golden age for the hop industry but it was very labour intensive. 

In 1878 hop gardens occupied some 77,000 acres but diseases of the crop and 

changing tastes started to take their toll. Verticillium wilt, powdery and downy mildew, 

aphids, and spider mite required spraying the crop in order to achieve a satisfactory 

harvest and this added to the hard labour that was expected from agricultural workers 

at the time. 

  

    Early wooden hand pump hop sprayer    1883 metal hand pump hop sprayer 

          Wye Rural Museum, Brook  

Eventually, although the use of hops was in steep decline more resistant plants were 

developed, requiring less chemical treatment and production of hops changed to the 

hedgerow system developed by Horticultural Research International and Wye College. 

 

Local Associations 

The first hop garden in England was either in Little Chart or Westbere (both nearby) 

Reynolde Scot, who wrote the first definitive book on hops in 1574, lived in Brabourne 

Wye College had the primary hop research unit in England 

Butcher, who designed the most commonly used configuration of hop poles, lived in 

Sheldwich. 

 

Graham Bradley 

Tim Betts 

 

                              


